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NEXT MEETING 
 

Date:   November 9th, 2016 (Wednesday) 
 

Topic:  Independent Third Party Certifications on Plumbing  

  Standards  
 

Speaker:  Pete DeMarco, Senior Director of Special Programs for 

  IAPMO  

 
Time:  6:30 PM  Cocktail Hour 

  7:30 pm Sit for Dinner & Meeting 
 

Where: Yesterday’s Restaurant, 3153 Route 35, Hazlet, NJ  

  07730  (732) 624-3777 
 

Cost:   $30 for Non ASPE members who Pre-register 

  $35 at the door 

Being an engineer we spend most of our time 

indoors, on a phone and/or in front of a comput-

er.  The environment that we work in is usually 

72-75° F with heat and or air conditioning and 

without precipitation.  The lucky ones can see 

out a window and have comfortable chairs.  We 

get to feel the outdoor temperatures on the way 

to our cars or at the bus/train stops but proba-

bly spend no more than 15 minutes outside if we 

don’t want to.  The weather and the elements 

really don’t affect our jobs very much but they 

can affect the installation of the plumbing sys-

tems that we design.  On a recent project that I managed they were delayed two 

weeks due to rain.  The site is on “dirty” soil that was cleared off and new clean 

fill brought in and placed over somewhat sandy soils.   The contractors had begun 

excavating in what was an end of summer drought and laid the piping and begun 

to back fill when the rains began.  On this particular project PVC was the selected 

material below grade and when the rains filled up the excavating trenches the 

pipe started to float and the trenches caved in in some spaces.  Once the rain had 

stopped the contractors had to start over, they pumped out the water, removed 
the piping and re-excavated their trenches.  With the contractors losing time and 

money to re-working their piping one would expect them to rush and try to cov-

er it all up.  On this particular project they had a stand up crew and knew that 

(Continued on page 3) 
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they had a reputation and that they needed to do this correctly.  It is good 

to see that some people out there do care about their reputation and 

want to do a good job.  Before this event I had not ever thought about 

how rain could affect pipe installation and back filling, I hadn’t even thought 

about piping floating up and having to be re-installed.  Next time it’s raining 

outside plan to make a trip out to one of your constructions sites you may 

be surprised to know what you will learn. 

 
Our last meeting was very successful.  We have over 30 members attend 

and at least 5 of our regulars were not able to make it.  The turnouts have 

been improving and if you haven’t been there for a while I would suggest 

you make it out.  It was brought to our attention that information sharing 

is not yet fixed regarding the newsletter and our website which we hope 

to improve.  I will have a few copies of the newsletter printed out for the 

next meeting on a first come first serve basis.  In my newsletter last month 

I mentioned that the first 5 people to bring me a signed, by three of the 

authors, copy of the newsletter would get a free meal and only one mem-

ber took me up on the offer. This means one of two things, A: you have 

enough money and don’t need a free meal or B: members don’t read the 

newsletter.  For the next meeting I will offer another incentive but you will 

need to look through the newsletter to find it. 

See you at the next meeting. 

(Continued from page 1) 

From the President’s Desk 

Last month our President, Ryan Mullen, wrote about how most 

of the duties that we carry out as engineers are hurried along 

by clients, whether owners eager to start drawing revenues or 

the architects edged on by them, or contractors who treat eve-

rything as an emergency. I’ve heard numerous horror stories 

from engineers who have echoed Ryan’s sentiments and as you 

can imagine I am also under such pressure.  In fact, in New 

York, where the business environment is highly competitive, 

such behavior is the norm.  We are continually being assaulted 

with RFI’s and issued submittals numbering in the tens each day 

with the expectation of a one or two-day turnaround.  Ryan 

also mentioned that engineers are mostly forced to comply 

with the expedited schedules with little or no compensation 

for the accelerated efforts but, as he put it, “with more risk”.  

It’s that point I want to address in this column and it may take a 

few visits to get all my thoughts to you, so here goes. 
I know most of you and understand you to be craftsmen of 

excellent caliber who take pride in your work.  As such, when 

you are pressured to get things done faster something must 

give, and often, if not always that is quality.  When quality con-

trol is compromised, errors and omissions inevitably will be the 

result.  That translates into increased cost to the owner in the 

form of change orders and time spent by the engineer making 

corrections to the documents.   
This thing called “quality control” should not be taken lightly 

because the quality of which I am speaking is not with respect 

to good looking documents; it is with respect to complete doc-

uments. If you are like most engineers, you size pumps and 

equipment and piping based on designed pipe runs. We esti-

(Continued on page 18) 

From a Former President 
By Tony Curiale, CPD 
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Congrats to Harold Mermel 44 Years ASPE Member! 
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Update: Water for Panzaala 
 
By Tony Curiale, CPD 

At the March meeting of NJ ASPE, I presented an update 
on the fundraiser our chapter took part in during the 2011- 
2012 period.  As you may remember, the NJ ASPE Chapter 
embarked on a mission to raise money towards the drilling 
of a water well in the Village of Panzaala in northern Ugan-
da.  All told, the chapter raised some $2500.00 in individual 
donations, corporate donations and matching chapter 
funds. 
  
We presented the check to Dr. Steve Chudkowski at our 
May meeting in 2012 and since then we have been waiting 
to hear about the progress of the well. 
 
I had tried to get some pictures, video or some semblance 
of a report from Dr. Steve ever since then, but have not had 
much success.  Phone numbers and email addresses 
changed, the office moved and I was about to give up hope. 
Fortunately, I had some trouble in my right arm with pain 
and numbness and sought out Dr. Steve to go to work on 
me.  I was able to track him down and during the course of 
my therapy, I was able to get some pictures and infor-
mation. 
 
The well was drilled in September of 2012 amid much cele-
bration among the villagers.  During the course of the drill-
ing, some “officials” came out of the woodwork claiming the 
village had to pay for “permits”.  Dr. Steve told them that 
they had all the permits required and if they required one 
more cent, he would pack up the equipment and leave.  
The “officials” left and the well was completed. 
 
Unfortunately, during the practice’s changing of computers, 
most of the images and video was lost, so these are the 
only pictures that we were able to recover. 
 
The chapter would like to thank all those who made this 
possible: 
 
Bill Casey, PAC Pump representing Aurora Pump Co., Hy-
dromatic Pump Group, Ebara Technologies, Joslyn Clark 
Controls, Tornatech, Layne/Verti-Line, Edwards Pentair 
Water, Gorman Rupp Pumps and American Wheatley. 
 
John Matonis, representing Plastic Engineered Products 
Co. 
 
Russ Chaney representing IAPMO 
 
Dan O’Gorman representing Dan O’Gorman Training. 
 
Harold Mermel representing Town and Country Plastics, 
Inc. 
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Gas Piping New Yok City  
 
The following is now in Con Ed’s Gas Yellow Book 8/15/2016 
edition:  
 
Enjoy the reading starting on page 34!, Thank you Vincent 
Rotoli (NYASPE)  for the update.  
 
http://coned.com/es/specs/gasyellowbook.pdf  
 
The presentation  
 
http://www.aspenyc.org/uploads/3/9/1/4/39146325/
aspe_overview_gas_meters_location_con_ed_requirements.
pdf 
 
Join joint New Jersey Plumbing Inspectors’ meeting 
with   NJASPE meeting on  Wednesday November 9th    

Education Chair Report 
 
By Dan O’Gorman, CPD 

http://coned.com/es/specs/gasyellowbook.pdf
http://www.aspenyc.org/uploads/3/9/1/4/39146325/aspe_overview_gas_meters_location_con_ed_requirements.pdf
http://www.aspenyc.org/uploads/3/9/1/4/39146325/aspe_overview_gas_meters_location_con_ed_requirements.pdf
http://www.aspenyc.org/uploads/3/9/1/4/39146325/aspe_overview_gas_meters_location_con_ed_requirements.pdf
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On the Legislative Side 
 
By Karl Yrjanainen, P.E., CPD, LEED AP BD&C 

It appears the State of New Jersey Board of Archi-

tects will finally move ahead to adopt the use of 

Digital Signature and Sealing of documents. An 

alert was posted on October 3rd on the NJ DCA 

Alert & Issues site with information about the pro-

posal and it started the 60 day public comment 

period which concludes on December 2. 

 

On that site there are also two items from the Board of Professional 

Engineers. I had known that the engineers had adopted the Digital 

Signatures late last year, but I thought I was told they could not be 

used since the Architects did not adopt it as well. It could be that for 

ePlans submissions they cannot be used, but for other permit appli-

cations where the documents are submitted electronically they may 

be used. 

 

These two documents seem to indicate that Engineers can use digi-

tal Signatures and Seals in NJ on electronically submitted documents 

since it was adopted by the Engineering Board. Paper submissions 

of documents must still use a raised pressure seal. See the February 

24 document on the Alerts website. In short check with the building 

department where you are planning to submit your documents as to 

what you need to submit and how. 

 

If you are doing work in New York City (NYC) the new 2016 Energy 

Conservation Code (ECC) that must be followed came into effect as 

of October 3rd. It is based upon the 2015 International Energy Con-

servation code and ANSI/ASHRAE/IES Standard 90.1-2013 Energy 

Standard for Buildings except Low-Rise Residential Buildings.  

 

Section ECC C404 Service Water Heating lists mandatory equipment 

and pipe insulation requirements that must be complied with for 

plumbing systems. Note that the minimum pipe insulation thickness-

es for some temperatures has increased so adjust your specification 

accordingly. 

 

Table C404.5.1 identifies the maximum pipe length from the heater 

or recirculated piping system for various fixtures. For public lavatory 

faucets assuming a ½” supply pipe allows a maximum 2 foot pipe 

length. It seems like you have to pretty much recirculate up to the 

(Continued on page 12) 

Size Ad Size Cost (10 issues unless 
indicated) 

Full Page 7.5” w x 9.5” h $ 1,200.00 

Half Page Horizontal 7.5” w x 4.75” h $ 700.00 

Half Page Vertical 3.75” w x 9.5” h $ 700.00 

Large Ad 3.75” w x 6.25” h $ 450.00 

Quarter Page 3.75” w x 4.75” h $ 350.00 

Medium Ad 3.75” w x 3.25” h $ 250.00 

Business Card 3.5” w x 2” h $ 100.00 

Single Issue Insert 7.5” w x 9.5” h $ 150.00/issue 

Interested in advertising in AS-
PENEWS or know someone 

who is?  
Our advertising rates are as shown on 
the right, and yearly rates will be prorat-
ed based on the number of remaining 
issues (subscription year is September 
through June). For more information, 
please email Bob Copeland at Cullen-
pump@aol.com or David Scofield at 
dscofield@tmg-engr.com. 
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Membership Report 
 
By Brenden Dowd  

 
 

 
 

 

HVAC- End Suction, Split Case, Inlines & 

Accessories 
Plumbing- Sump, Sewage & Booster 

Systems 
Fire Protection- UL & FM Approved Fire 

Pumps Electric & Diesel, Packaged Units 

Submersible Sump & Sewage Pumps 

Grinders 

Self Primer Pumps 

Packaged Systems 

Systems 
HVAC Packaged Systems 

Variable Speed Domestic Water Booster Systems 

Master stocking distributer for NJ & NY 
Fire Pump Controllers UL & FM Ap-

proved 

Residential Fire Pump Packages 
Repairs to all Manufacturers Fire Pump 

Controllers and pumps 

Gorman-Rupp Pumps 
For more than 75 years, Gorman-Rupp has manufactured the 
high performance, high quality pumps and pumping systems 

required for lasting service in the municipal, water, wastewater, 

sewage, industrial, construction, petroleum, and OEM markets. 

Member Mem-

 

PAC Pump and Systems Inc. 
106 Hobart St. Hackensack, NJ 07601 

Phone: 201-621-0500 Fax: 201-621-0506 
Authorized Distributor Sales and Service 

 

Dear ASPE Members, 
 
I hope you all had a wonderful summer.  I would like to 
give you an update on where we stand with members 
and what we are doing to expand our membership. 
 
Currently we have a total of 84 members.  Last year 
we instated the ambassador program and had some 
success with new members attending meetings.  The 
ambassador program is a program that allows a new 
potential member to attend a meeting free. The mem-
ber that is bringing the potential new member will in-
troduce them to other members attending the meet-
ings and will make them feel comfortable.  Please let 
us know if you plan on participating in the ambassador 
program and we will make the appropriate arrange-
ments.  If anyone has any suggestions on ideas on 
how we can increase membership please let me 
know. 
 
Regards! 
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fixture supply stop. They want to limit the volume of the 

piping to 2 ounces for a public lavatory and to ½ gallon for 

all other fixtures. This is a big issue for our designs of 

public lavatory faucet supplies that I believe is to save 

energy and water. For other fixtures the volume is ½ gal-

lon so a ½” supply is limited to 43 feet maximum which is 

generally not an issue.  

 

The 2016 ECC is also requiring that the service water 

heating systems and controls be commissioned in ac-

cordance with section ECC C408 System Commission-

ing. You can visit the NYC Buildings website for more 

information. 

 

Please plan to come out to one of our Chapter meetings, 

it is a great time to meet other members and see what 

ASPE is all about. I hope to see you there.  

On the Legislative Side 
 
Cont. 





Page 14 ASPENEWS                                                 November 2016 

Let’s Get Technical 
 
By Dave Scofield 

Our next monthly meeting is Wednes-
day, November 9, 2016 at Yesterdays 
Restaurant, 3153 Route 35, Hazlet, NJ 
07730 (732) 264-3777. This is a joint 
meeting with NJ PIA (NJ Plumbing In-
spectors Association. 
Check website for additional details. 
www.new-jersey-aspe.org Our Novem-

ber 9th meeting topic will be “Independent Third Party Certifi-
cations on Plumbing Standards” Speaker will be Pete De-
marco, Senior Director of Special Programs for IAPMO. This 
should be a very informative meeting. Do not miss this meet-
ing. We are expecting a large turnout. 
 
As I write this article for the November Newsletter. I am on my 
way to 2016 ASPE Convention and Expo in Phoenix, Az. I am 
looking forward to representing our NJ Chapter as a delegate 
and participiant in business meeting and voting in new Nation-
al Board members. This is also a chance to meet with other 
officers and members of other ASPE chapters all across the 
country and Canada. 
 
I will be sharing information I obtain with the NJ Chapter in 
December VP Technical report and Chapter meeting. 
    
To all those ASPE members that have not attended a monthly 
meeting in a while, try to make an effort to attend a few meet-
ings this coming year we would still like to see more engi-
neers and designers in attendance.  
 
There are plenty of new products, Code changes, new or im-
proved products we can all learn about. Plumbing design is 
evolving and we have to stay current to be good designers 
and engineers and give our clients the best we have to offer.  
 
I am always looking for Topics for future meetings. Please 
send me topics or presentations you are interested in having 
at future ASPE meeting and we will try our best to have them. 
We want you all to come to at least 3 meeting a year and 
bring someone with you. 
 
Please visit our New ASPE Chapter website. www.new-jersey
-aspe.org 
 
Our Monthly Newsletter is now posted on our NJ ASPE web-
site. For those who missed the past few monthly newsletters, 
they are available on our website.  

Manufacture's Rep 

T: 516.625.2626 

F: 516.625.3030 

American Standard     Full line of commercial and residential fixtures, fittings, furni-

  ture and accessories  

Anaco Couplings         No Hub, specialty, transition couplings, and end caps  

Anvil Int.                       Gruvlok, malleable & cast iron fittings, hangers, strut, nipples, 

  Anvil Star    

Argo                             Heating baseboard and accessories  

Basco                            Standard and custom shower enclosures  

Baxi                              Wall hung condensing & near condensing boilers and combi’s  

Cherne                         Test balls, test plugs, pumps and accessories  

Decolav                       Decorative vessels, lavatories & bath furniture 

Deerborn Brass          Brass & plastic tubular goods, traps, strainers, grab bars, bath 

  wastes etc. 

Delany                          Flush valves and sensor products 

DXV  High-end bathroom faucets, toilets, sinks, soaking tubs and 

  kitchen faucet  
Eemax                          Instantaneous electric point of use water heaters and mini 

  tank heaters          

Fiat                               Terrazzo & molded stone bases & mop receptors, Command-

  ers, laundry trays 

Guardian                       Emergency showers, eyewash, facewash and accessories  

Husky Couplings          Heavy-Duty no hub couplings for commercial applications 

Insinkerator                Garbage disposals, hot water dispensers, tanks, filters and 

  accessories  

Lawler                           Full line of thermostatic mixing valves for all application 

McGuire Mfg              Heavy Duty commercial cast brass traps, strainers, stops and 

  supplies  

Mr. Steam                     Residential and commercial steam generators, and towel 

  warmers      

Mueller                         Copper tube, copper fittings, PVC & ABS DWV fittings, steel 

  pipe       

Oatey, Hercules           Plumbing chemicals, drains, closet flanges, roof flashings, wash

  ing machine boxes, hangers etc.  

Plumberex                    Full line of ADA compliant hard and soft trap covers 

Rockford                       Grease, oil and solids interceptors including custom made 

  separators 

Roth Industries           Radiant heating systems , water PEX systems, solar and dual 

  containment oil tanks 

Stockham Valves        Quality bronze cast iron, cast steel, ball, butterfly, gate &  

  check valves  

Sunco Kitchens            Complete line of wood kitchen cabinets  & vanities 

T&S Brass                   Full line of commercial, food service, metering and 

  electronic faucets 

ThermOmegaTech      Circuit Solver automatic domestic hot water balancing, 

  steam & water washdown stations and more  

Tyco Fire Products      Full line of Sprinkler heads, valves and devices, Blaze 

  Master pipe & fittings 

Tyler Pipe                     Cast iron soil pipe, fittings, couplings and gaskets 

Ultra-Fin                       Radiant floor heating systems  

Wade Drains               Specification drainage products, carriers, hydrants and 

  ABT poly trench drain  

Watco                           Commercial & residential bath waste & assemblies 

Woodford                     Complete line of hydrants, wall faucets & yard hydrants  
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These fine manufacturers are proudly represented by 
 

Wales-Darby, Inc. 
 

 New York New Jersey 
 2910 Express Drive South 5B Powder Horn Drive 
 Islandia, NY  11749 Warren, NJ  07059 
 631.585.6800 732.560.1001 
 infony@walesdarby.com infonj@walesdarby.com 

 
www.walesdarby.com 

 

From a Former President 
Cont. 

mate pump heads based on building height, a reasonable 

amount of pipe run and approximate pressure drop. Later, 

we go back and look at the actual runs, amount of fittings 

and devices and changes to the demand and sometimes revis-

it the pump size. It is an iterative process.  We also size our 

piping on riser diagrams, adding up fixture units and flow 

rates along the way; then we go back and put sizes on the 

plans. But when we are pressured to finish significantly soon-

er than reasonably expected, guess which steps get put aside?  

Now you’ve got documents out there with incomplete pipe 

sizing and less than optimal equipment selected. You move 

on to your next project and the RFI’s and construction meet-

ings start rolling in placing you in the line of fire. And, oh yes; 

you cannot work on your new project because you have to 

finish the old.  I am reminded of that line in the movie 

“Goodfellas” where Henry Hill says, “Business bad? £#@! 

you, pay me. Oh, you had a fire? £#@! you, pay me. Place 

got hit by lightning, huh? £#@! You, pay me.”  The point is, 

pay me now or pay me later, you’ll still have to get those 

things done.  It’s far better for us to pay now. 
There is a small word in the English language that is very 

powerful.  When stated with confidence, and a plan to back 

it up, it can be very useful.  The word is “no”. 
Ryan mentioned scheduling methods. Next time I’ll describe 

a method that has worked very well for me, and how, cou-

pled with the word “no” can help make you more effective.  



 

PEERLESS® PUREFIRE® 

Residential · Commercial · Condensing Boilers  
 Up to 97.3% AFUE— ENERGY STAR® Efficient!* 
 Commercial Sizes Offer up to  

95.6% Combustion Efficiency 

 6 Sizes Available for Natural or LP Gas 
 Environmentally Friendly— 

LoNOx Operation 

 Cascade Capable—up to 16 Boilers 
*Residential models 

PEERLESS® PARTNER® 

Indirect-Fired Water Heater 
 7 Sizes Available—Including a 30 gallon “lo-boy” 

 Long Lasting Stainless Steel Double Tank Construction 

 Cupronickel Fin-Tube Heat Exchanger 

 Minimal Standby Temperature Loss 

 Adjustable Honeywell Control 
*Residential models 

Contact your local Peerless® Boiler manufacturer’s representative  

for more information on our complete product line: 

Advanced Hydronics Sales, Inc. · 201-573-0606 


