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NEXT MEETING 
 

Date:   October 17th, 2018 (Wednesday) 
 

Topic:  Natural Gas sizing value engineering with Corrugated 
  Stainless Steel Tubing (CSST)  
 

Speaker:  Mr. Frank Edgar  
 
Product:  Howard Miller Altherm, Inc  

 
Time:  6:00 - 8:00 PM 
   
Where: Suburban Golf Club  

  1730 Morris Ave  
  Union, NJ 07083    
 

Cost:   $35 ASPE Members $40 Non-Members 

Our first meeting of the year turned out great. We 

had about 30 in attendance with half being engi-

neers which is a good mix. I think a few people 

had a little trouble locating the meeting room, but 

we got everyone to the right place. We are on the 

Lobby level in the Bacall’s meeting room which is 

to the right as you enter the main entrance. The food was served 

buffet style and was great as well. The presenter Steven Nudelman 

had an interesting presentation that had numerous questions from 

those in attendance. Even our tabletop by Bathfitters had a pretty 

good questions and answers session. I hope you can try to make 

one of the next meetings.  

 

As I write this I am about to head to Atlanta for the convention and I 

will fill you in at the October meeting and in the next newsletter on 

what happened there. There will be a new Society Board and some 

changes to the bylaws to announce. There will be 25 technical pro-

(Continued on page 5) 

From the President’s Desk 
By Karl Yrjanainen, P.E., CPD, LEED AP BD&C 
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The 2018 ASPE Convention and Expo in Atlanta was a success! 

Please help us welcome our new 2018-2020 ASPE Board of Direc-
tors!  

President: Carol Johnson, CPD, LEED AP, CFI, FASPE 

Vice President, Technical: Don Strickland, CPD, GPD, FASPE 

Vice President, Education: Blair Minyard, PE, CDT, CPD 

Vice President, Legislative: Brianne N. Hall, PE, CPD, LEED AP 
BD+C, GGP  

Vice President, Membership: Vincent (Vinny) Falkowski, PE, PMP, 
CCM 

Vice President, Affiliate: Thomas P. Sharp 

Treasurer: Jim Zebrowski, PE, CPD, FASPE 

Region 1 Director: R. Paul Silvestre, FASPE 

Region 2 Director: Keith Bush, CPD, GPD, CSI 

Region 3 Director: Steve E. Mastley, CPD, FASPE 

Region 4 Director: Scott M. Steindler, CPD, LEED AP, ARCSA AP 
(IS), GPD, GGP 

Region 5 Director: Bryan Hutton, CPD 

This year our focus is on growth in our chapter membership and na-
tional membership. This includes membership retention. At the next 
meeting, please let me know if you would like to renew your member-
ship. We can quickly renew your membership at the meeting.  

Join us at the next NJ ASPE Technical Presentation 

 

Date: Wednesday, October 17, 2018 

Time: 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Location: Suburban Golf Club 

1730 Morris Avenue 
Union, NJ 07083 

Membership Report 
By Andrea Uhl  
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Why Should I Get Involved – Updated for 2018? 
By Anthony J. Curiale, CPD, FASPE 

Introduction: While sitting on a New Jersey Chapter board meeting recently, the topic of ASPE’s value came up again; as it has been 
in recent days on a regular basis.  As the question, “Why should someone join ASPE” was passed around the room, I reiterated my 
own experience and we all realized that this was a story worth hearing.  So, even though this was published some time in 2003, we all 
felt it should be read again.  However, instead of continuing with the typical ASPE “ad” to recruit new members, I want to share a very 
practical benefit to being part of the ASPE organization that not only saved the day, but proved what we say about networking is a 
real, measurable benefit.  I hope you enjoy it. 
 
During the economic downturn of the 1980’s, I was forced to redirect my career objectives.  The petroleum and petrochemical industry 
had taken a hit from which it has yet to recover and I was right in the line of fire.  All of my previous 10 to 15 years of experience had 
been as a process piping designer/supervisor and with the market saturated with other available designers and positions at an all-time 
low, maintaining the family’s income became a real challenge.  I therefore took a risk, something I am not known to do too often, and 
answered an ad for a Plumbing Designer at a local Consulting Engineer’s office.  The two-mile proximity to my home would help ease 
the costs associated with commuting and with all my years of experience, I should have been able to pipe up a few toilets, right? 
 
I have to extend my thanks to Ed Robins for taking me on and allowing me to learn the trade.  Most employers would have thrown me 
out on my ear because of the lack of plumbing experience I had.  I learned very quickly that the trade was far different than anything I 
had thought in the past.  There were no P&ID’s, no lead engineers directing my every step, every decision made was my own and 
they were mostly the wrong ones.  Then I met a fellow named Joe Curcio, a manufacturer’s rep who invited me to an ASPE meeting.  
He told me about the society and how I could get to know others in the business.  In all my years as a process piper, I had never 
heard of such a thing for someone on my level.  Yeah, there was ASME, but that was for the guys that really knew their stuff, right?  
Not for the guys on the drawing board (remember those?).  I accepted Joe’s invitation and attended my first meeting.  The protocol 
was familiar to me, having been involved in several stamp-collecting clubs, but it seemed a little less formal and there was an atmos-
phere of professionalism unlike the others I had known.  I quickly realized that this business of Plumbing Design, which I had taken for 
granted, was a serious and practical avenue of career development.  The Lord had opened a door and I was being beckoned in. 
 
That was just over 30 years ago and time does not allow me to enumerate the number of times ASPE saved my hide.  I do want to 
share one specific instance that really highlights what we mean by the “networking” value of the society and why I believe anyone 
involved with the business of plumbing engineering should belong to ASPE. 
 
I was working for the New Jersey office of a Pennsylvania firm that specialized in municipal and highway authority work in 2009 and 
we got a phone call from the home office about a project in Richmond, VA that needed some help.  The lead engineer for the project 
was on vacation and could not be reached so they reached out to our office for help.  The project was a bus repair facility and admin-
istration building for the Richmond Rapid Transit Authority.  Apparently, the administration building, which was to open in a week with 
much fanfare, was having issues with water pressure; the water closets on the upper floors of the building were not flushing.  I knew 
that if I was to come up with a solution to this problem fast, I needed to be there to do some troubleshooting.  So, I packed my bags 
that afternoon and was in Richmond by 9 pm.  I showed up at the construction office the next morning, much to the surprise of the 
construction manager (he claimed that this was the first time the “home office” ever came through so fast).   
 
I requested the hydrant flow test data and studying the figures, it was clear that my colleague had the same data and according to my 
calculations, there should have been plenty of pressure to operate the flush valves.  So, what went wrong?  I found out that the water 
company provided a tap into the facility from a main other than the one from which the flow tests were taken, so instead of 75 – 80 psi 
at the main, we only had around 40 psi.  So how do you remedy insufficient pressure? With a pressure booster system. 
 
We quickly identified a probable location to fit a small, packaged system and after running some numbers, came up with a flow rate 
and head to make a selection.  But it wasn’t enough to just hand the numbers over to the construction manager, this place was open-
ing in a week and they needed something on site now!  What to do?  I went onto the ASPE web site, looked up the name and number 
of the V.P. Technical for the Richmond Chapter and gave him a call.  I explained what I needed and he gave me the name of a local 
pump vendor’s representative that he felt could help.  I contacted the rep, explained our situation and came up with a selection for a 
unit that would fit the space, deliver the required flow and pressure and be on site in a couple of days.  We were thrilled.  The Rich-
mond Rapid Transit Administrator was on site and thanked me for being so forthright in getting this done so fast.  I was naturally very 
gratified and since my work was done, he offered to show me around his state-of-the-art bus repair facility. 
 
As we walked through the station, we walked up the stairs to the third floor of the repair facility.  The number of stairs I counted didn’t 
seem to jive with three stories.  At the top of this building, we were as high as the administration building.  I asked the construction 
manager if the repair facility was fed from the same main and he said “yes”.  It became painfully obvious that this facility was going to 
have the same problem.  They didn’t know that yet because the plumbing for the water closets wasn’t completed yet.  I immediately 
went back to the trailer and got on the phone to the pump rep to have him hold up on the delivery of the small system; this facility was 
going to need some major upgrade to the system. 
 
We ended up designing for a much larger whole-site booster system placed in a new heated enclosure right at the property line.  
There was a heated enclosure for the backflow preventers at the location already; we just needed to engineer a larger one to fit a 
booster system as well.  Electric power needed to be run to the enclosure to power the system; fortunately, the incoming road wasn’t 
paved yet.  The saving fact was that the larger booster was able to be delivered, installed and operated in time for the opening; an 
achievement that wouldn’t have been possible without the networking muscle afforded by my membership in ASPE! 
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From the President’s Desk 
Cont. 

grams where electronic files of handouts of the slides will be 

available. 

We are trying to come into the 21st century and are using new 

methods to connect with you our members. So we are using 

constant contact to send communications with our members 

and possible new members. We now have a NJ ASPE Face-

book page as well as a NJ ASPE Linkedin page. So visit them 

and like or follow our pages. Thanks to Andrea our VP Mem-

bership for getting those done over the summer. 

I know this is early but if you have an interest in being on the 

board please let me or any other board member know. Our 

elections are in May and we will be looking for people to partic-

ipate on the board. 

Our meetings are a good place to network with others and 

learn what is going on in the industry as far as work, projects, 

products and codes. My thanks to the members who have at-

tended our meetings in the past, I hope you all will attend our 

meetings again this upcoming year.  

(Continued from page 1) 

https://www.facebook.com/NJASPE/
https://www.facebook.com/NJASPE/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nj-aspe/
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On the Legislative Side 
By Karl Yrjanainen, P.E., CPD, LEED AP BD&C 

ASPE has asked for comments on their Siphonic 

Roof Drainage standard. The standard and the 

comment form are available on the ASPE web-

site. Comments are due by October 22, 2018. 

The US EPA has updated the WaterSense® 

Specification for Showerheads this past July. It 

now references the ASME A112.18.1/CSA B125.1 standard for 

Plumbing Fixture Fittings which covers plumbing supply fittings 

and accessories located between the supply stop and the terminal 

fitting of the fixture. It also addresses the spray force test protocol 

to accommodate rain showers, which were not previously includ-

ed, and clarifies product packaging requirements for Water-

Sense®-labeled showerheads. This update will allow manufactur-

ers of rain type showerheads to get WaterSense® certification. It 

also clarifies that body sprays are not included in the Water-

Sense® specification since their function and design are wholly 

different from that of a showerhead or hand-held shower. 

Along these lines, are you using high efficiency fixtures in your 

own homes? From having discussions with sustainability experts 

about trying to maximize water reductions to get over 40% sav-

ings, I try to warn them that even a 1.5 gpm showerhead has a 

very perceptible reduction in water flow to the person using it. I 

recently installed one at my home. I can feel the spray being a 

little finer and in a more concentrated pattern. I know I am saving 

water since it does not pool as high in the tub and the bathroom 

does not fog as much as before. I do find myself moving around a 

little more to assure I completely rinse off and I think I am spend-

ing a minute or two longer in the shower. So there are some ben-

efits and some drawbacks. Have any of you experienced some-

thing similar? Come out to a meeting and let me know your 

thoughts.  

Please try to come out to our Chapter meetings running through 

June of 2019; it is a great time to meet other members and see 

what ASPE is all about. I hope to see you at a future meeting.  

Size Ad Size Cost (10 issues unless 
indicated) 

Full Page 7.5” w x 9.5” h $ 1,200.00 

Half Page Horizontal 7.5” w x 4.75” h $ 700.00 

Half Page Vertical 3.75” w x 9.5” h $ 700.00 

Large Ad 3.75” w x 6.25” h $ 450.00 

Quarter Page 3.75” w x 4.75” h $ 350.00 

Medium Ad 3.75” w x 3.25” h $ 250.00 

Business Card 3.5” w x 2” h $ 100.00 

Single Issue Insert 7.5” w x 9.5” h $ 150.00/issue 

Interested in advertising in AS-
PENEWS or know someone 

who is?  
Our advertising rates are as shown on 
the right, and yearly rates will be prorat-
ed based on the number of remaining 
issues (subscription year is September 
through June). For more information, 
please email Bob Copeland at Cullen-
pump@aol.com or David Scofield at 
dscofield@tmg-engr.com. 

https://aspe.org/content/aspe-standards-public-review
https://aspe.org/content/aspe-standards-public-review
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Education Chair Report 
By Nick Azmo 

No article this month. Check back next issue.  
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Let’s Get Technical 
By Dan O’Gorman, CPD 

Manufacture's Rep 

T: 516.625.2626 

F: 516.625.3030 

American Standard     Full line of commercial and residential fixtures, fittings, furni-

  ture and accessories  

Anaco Couplings         No Hub, specialty, transition couplings, and end caps  

Anvil Int.                       Gruvlok, malleable & cast iron fittings, hangers, strut, nipples, 

  Anvil Star    

Argo                             Heating baseboard and accessories  

Basco                            Standard and custom shower enclosures  

Baxi                              Wall hung condensing & near condensing boilers and combi’s  

Cherne                         Test balls, test plugs, pumps and accessories  

Decolav                       Decorative vessels, lavatories & bath furniture 

Deerborn Brass          Brass & plastic tubular goods, traps, strainers, grab bars, bath 

  wastes etc. 

Delany                          Flush valves and sensor products 

DXV  High-end bathroom faucets, toilets, sinks, soaking tubs and 

  kitchen faucet  
Eemax                          Instantaneous electric point of use water heaters and mini 

  tank heaters          

Fiat                               Terrazzo & molded stone bases & mop receptors, Command-

  ers, laundry trays 

Guardian                       Emergency showers, eyewash, facewash and accessories  

Husky Couplings          Heavy-Duty no hub couplings for commercial applications 

Insinkerator                Garbage disposals, hot water dispensers, tanks, filters and 

  accessories  

Lawler                           Full line of thermostatic mixing valves for all application 

McGuire Mfg              Heavy Duty commercial cast brass traps, strainers, stops and 

  supplies  

Mr. Steam                     Residential and commercial steam generators, and towel 

  warmers      

Mueller                         Copper tube, copper fittings, PVC & ABS DWV fittings, steel 

  pipe       

Oatey, Hercules           Plumbing chemicals, drains, closet flanges, roof flashings, wash

  ing machine boxes, hangers etc.  

Plumberex                    Full line of ADA compliant hard and soft trap covers 

Rockford                       Grease, oil and solids interceptors including custom made 

  separators 

Roth Industries           Radiant heating systems , water PEX systems, solar and dual 

  containment oil tanks 

Stockham Valves        Quality bronze cast iron, cast steel, ball, butterfly, gate &  

  check valves  

Sunco Kitchens            Complete line of wood kitchen cabinets  & vanities 

T&S Brass                   Full line of commercial, food service, metering and 

  electronic faucets 

ThermOmegaTech      Circuit Solver automatic domestic hot water balancing, 

  steam & water washdown stations and more  

Tyco Fire Products      Full line of Sprinkler heads, valves and devices, Blaze 

  Master pipe & fittings 

Tyler Pipe                     Cast iron soil pipe, fittings, couplings and gaskets 

Ultra-Fin                       Radiant floor heating systems  

Wade Drains               Specification drainage products, carriers, hydrants and 

  ABT poly trench drain  

Watco                           Commercial & residential bath waste & assemblies 

Woodford                     Complete line of hydrants, wall faucets & yard hydrants  

 

The meeting  Topic for Wednesday Wednesday 

October 17th – “The evolution of Corrugated Stain-

less Steel Tubing (CSST)” Presenter – Mr. Frank 

Edgar – Gastite/FlashShield Northeast Sales Man-

ager Frank has been the northeast sales manager 

for the last 19 years, and prior to that sold Gastite 

as a factory rep in the Philadelphia area. So he 

has been at it for quite sometime, and has seen all the changes over 

the last couple of decades. The presentation will be focused on the evo-

lution of CSST, yellow jacketing and now black jacketing, performance 

levels and listing criteria’s as well as current code requirements. Please 

come prepared to learn, and bring any questions you might have about 

when and where to specify CSST. As always, if anyone has any ideas 

for topics, would like to make a presentation, or has any other sugges-

tions, please feel free to reach out to me at danogorman@verizon.net 

My good friend Luther Thevenin CPD from Boston ASPE chapter gave 

me approval to share his article below on the ICP codes changes.  

There have been some significant changes from the 2009 IPC to the 

2015 IPC. If you are working on projects in state that have adopted the 

2015 

IPC, please be aware of the following code changes: 

• 308.9 – Parallel Water Distribution Systems -- In parallel water dis-

tribution systems, the hot and cold water piping may now be 

grouped in the same pipe bundle. 

• 405.3.1 – Minimum Water Closet Compartment Size – The mini-

mum depth of a water closet compartment containing a wall-hung 

water closet has been reduced from 60 inches to 56 inches. 

• 406.2, 409.2 – Backflow Protection for Clothes Washing and Dish-

washing Machines -- The 2012 IPC required that an air gap within 

the appliance or an external backflow preventer in the appliance 

connections be provided. This modification adds the standards 

designations with which air gaps must comply, so that the enforce-

ment can be accomplished by the inspector identifying those stand-

ard numbers either on the machines or in the literature for the ma-

chines. Otherwise, verification would have to be by physical inspec-

tion of the machines, which might be im- possible to perform. 

• 607.2 – Hot or Tempered Water Supply to Fixtures – The maximum 

distance a hot water supply source and all fix- tures served by the 

supply source has been reduced from 100 feet to 50 feet. 

• 607.2.1 – Hot Water Temperature Maintenance System Controls -- 

Changes in the commercial portion of the Inter- national Energy 

Conservation Code (IECC) caused chang- es in this IECC-

controlled section of the IPC. This section requires temperature 

(Continued on page 11) 

mailto:danogorman@verizon.net
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maintenance systems (for maintain- ing hot water tem-

perature near plumbing fixtures) to be automatically 

turned off when there is not a demand for hot water. The 

code change also makes it clear that the Section 607.2.1 

and its subsection 607.2.1.1 do not ap- ply to Group R2, 

R3 and R4 occupancies that are 3 stories or less in 

height above grade plane, because those occu- pancies 

are covered by the residential portion of the IECC. 

• 607.5 – Hot Water Piping Insulation – The IECC require-

ment for insulating hot water piping in automatic tempera-

ture maintenance systems is now a provision in the IPC. 

• 702.5 -- Temperature Rating of Drainage Piping -- 

Wastewater having a temperature greater than 140°F 

(60°C) does not need to be cooled before it enters the 

drainage system if the drainage system piping is rated for 

the higher temperature. 

• 704.3, 711.2.1 – Horizontal Branch Connections – Hori- 

zontal braches are now permitted to connect at any point 

in a stack above or below a horizontal offset. In addition, 

horizontal branches are now allowed to connect to the 

base of stacks at a point located not less than 10 times 

the diameter of the drainage stack downstream from the 

stack.  

Let’s Get Technical 
Cont. 

Presenter: Howard Miller 
Topic: Natural Gas Sizing Value 

Engineering with Corrugated Stainless Steel Tubing (CSST) 
Table Top Vendor: Altherm, Inc. 

Enjoy a 3 course meal with dessert. 
NJ ASPE MEMBER: $35 

NON MEMBER: $40 
NJ ASPE accepts cash and check at the door. 

Please RSVP to Rob Curcio, NJ ASPE Treasurer 
Email: rob.curcio@maloney-curcio.com 

Membership Report 
Cont. 
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Education Chair Report 
Cont. 

No article this month. Check back next issue.  
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F: 212-
615- 3700  

PEERLESS® PUREFIRE® 

Residential · Commercial · Condensing Boilers  
 Up to 97.3% AFUE— ENERGY STAR® Efficient!* 

 Commercial Sizes Offer up to  

95.6% Combustion Efficiency 

 6 Sizes Available for Natural or LP Gas 

 Environmentally Friendly— 

LoNOx Operation 

 Cascade Capable—up to 16 Boilers 
*Residential models 

PEERLESS® PARTNER® 

Indirect-Fired Water Heater 
 7 Sizes Available—Including a 30 gallon “lo-boy” 

 Long Lasting Stainless Steel Double Tank Construction 

 Cupronickel Fin-Tube Heat Exchanger 

 Minimal Standby Temperature Loss 

 Adjustable Honeywell Control 
*Residential models 

Contact your local Peerless® Boiler manufacturer’s representative  

for more information on our complete product line: 

Advanced Hydronics Sales, Inc. · 201-573-0606 



JOINT ENGINEERING ASSOCIATIONS 
HOLIDAY BANQUET 

 
= 
 

You're cordially invited to a 
joint Engineering Associations 

Holiday Banquet on December 11, 2018.  
The open bar cocktail hour starts at 6:00 PM. 

Dinner begins at 7:00 PM.  
 

The Suburban Golf Club 
will be our host located on 

 1730 Morris Avenue in Union, NJ 07083.  
The night will include live entertainment from Grammy Award- 

winning singer Cara Samantha 
and a fundraiser for the 

Hope for Veterans non-profit organization. 
 

Price $75.00 
Dress Code: Coat and Tie 

Please RSVP to Andrea Uhl 
Auhl@cullencompany.com 

by November 30, 2018  
 

We're helping U.S. Veterans.



BANQUET MENU 
 

The cocktail hour with open bar starts at 6:00 pm. 
Butler style hors-d'oeuvres will be served including 
 mini-crabcakes, franks en croute, coconut shrimp, 

raspberry & brie wrapped in phyllo, 
chicken quesadilla cones, scallops wrapped in bacon, 

mushroom tart, fresh vegetable crudites with a large display of 
international and domestic cheeses. 

Cocktail Hour

Dinner

Dessert

Dinner will begin at 7 pm. 
A suburban mixed green salad with balsamic vinaigrette dressing 

will be served with penne a la vodka.  
For the entree you have a choice of 

8oz filet mignon with a cabernet demi-glace or 
Atlantic salmon with lemon buerre blanc sauce  

both served with asparagus & whipped potatoes. 

A decadent vanilla bean cheesecake with raspberry sauce 
is served with coffee and assorted teas. 


